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CAHFS Mission:

Public
Health

Food SafetySurveillance 
& Disease
Control 

To provide the citizens of California with the highest quality 
diagnostic laboratory support for

Health Management

Public Health

Equine Health

Disemination of new knowledge



California Animal Health &          
Food Safety Laboratory System               

Davis
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Services Offered by CAHFS
Each of our four laboratories offer services to match the needs of the animal 

populations located within the immediate vicinity of that laboratory

Bacteriology X                     X X                     X               

Immunology X                     X X                      X

Biotechnology            X                     X

Path/Histol.                 X                     X                   X                      X

E. Microscop.             X                     

Toxicology                  X                     

Avian/Mamml.             X                     
Virology

Davis Turlock Tulare 
San 

Bernardino



National Animal Health Laboratory Network
(NAHLN)

• Early detection
• Rapid response
• Rapid recovery



So, what happens when…

Chicken or 
cow gets 

sick

Owner or vet takes a sample (blood, urine, feed, etc) 
& sends to CAHFS

Necropsy (animal 
autopsy) is 

performed. Samples 
are taken by 
pathologist

Owner or 
vet brings 
carcass to 

CAHFS

Animal 
dies

Depending on 
animal type, 

history of health 
problems, 

environmental 
conditions, and 

symptoms, testing 
is assigned

Bacteriology, 
Virology, 

Toxicology, 
Molecular, EM, 
Immunology, 

Histology testing 
is performed

Case 
coordinator 
uses test 
results to 
determine 

a diagnosis

Diagnosis 
is sent to 
the client

Client can 
make 

changes 
to prevent 

future 
recurrence 
of disease



 Animal(s); live, sick, dead
 Tissues (fresh, frozen, fixed)
 Swabs, blood, feces
 Feed, Water, Egg, Soil, etc.

DIAGNOSIS IS AS GOOD ONLY AS THE 
SPECIMENS SUBMITTED!



Submission Process

Available on the web:

http://cahfs.ucdavis.edu

or 

Google ‐ CAHFS



CAHFS Website

• Submission forms

• Submission form guidelines

• Packing guidelines

• Shipping and courier services

• FedEx, UPS, Golden State, USPS, etc. 
• Overnight on ice







Standard flock submission form 
(used for BY flocks) 





Packaging Samples

NO Freezing!

• Styro‐foam container / Box with ice packs to keep the 

samples from spoiling 

• Submission Form. It is best if you insert the Submission 

Form in a Zip‐loc plastic bag to prevent it from getting 

wet





Thank you
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